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Michigan Alpha has one of the most distinguished and longest histories of any 
fraternity on campus. Learning about the history of our notable house and the 
famous members is a key part of the active chapter’s commitment to maintaining a 
sense of continuity in the fraternity and respect for tradition. The Alumni Association 
has initiated the “Michigan Alpha Heritage Project” to better understand, document 
and preserve the history of the chapter.
 The Alumni Association wishes to thank Dr. Loyal Jodar ’49, Henry Heil, Jr. ’53, 
John Jenks ’53, Thomas Mericle ’54, Charlie Green ’58, Dave Hood ’63, Mike 
Harmon ’63, Dr. Anthony Petrilli ’63, Pat Hayden ’66 and Hal Norton ’73 for their 
donations to the Heritage Project during the past year.
 If you wish to contribute items to this effort, please contact the Alumni Association 
at pdtumich@gmail.com.

Heritage Update Project
Old Photos, Sword & Shield Newsletters and Memorabilia of

Michigan Alpha Sought by Alumni Association

Left: Dr. Loyal Jodar ’49 
donated his paddle for 
display in the Trophy Room.

Right: Michigan Alpha house 
dog, “Lord Trevlac von 

Birkenhof” (3-foot-tall, 200-lb. 
Great Dane) featured in the 

Michigan Daily, February 14, 
1952 (submitted by Henry Heil, 

Jr. ’53). See story to the right.

Left: “Old Red Brick Barn,” 
spring of 1952 (submitted by 
James Root ’52).

A Dog Story
By John Jenks ’53

This is a dog story, and one so old 
that only guys like John Buck ’54 can 
appreciate. In the autumn of 1951, we 
Phis adopted a Great Dane that had 
worn out his welcome at the PDT house 
at Bowling Green University. Trevlac 
was his name, which, we were told 
without further explanation, is Calvert 
spelled backwards.
 He was a dog so large that when he 
needed a drink, he was ushered into a 
bathroom to drink out of the wash bowl! 

When I took him home for the summer 
(my parents lived in the country), he 
would sit RCA-wise on his haunches 
between the seats with his head even 
with mine. This was no problem unless I 
treated myself to an ice cream cone, at 
which time he would generate a saliva 
lake in the front seat, solved by ceding 
him the whole cone which he would 
ingest in one gulp!
 He and I made the pages of the 
Chicago Tribune’s Sunday supplement 
that winter via a photo showing Trev 
standing on his rear legs with his front 
paws on my shoulders, staring eyeball to 
eyeball with me. He was the third-largest 
Great Dane on the planet, we were told 
(not confi rmed).
 Sadly, old Trev wore out his welcome 
at 1437 Washtenaw as well. Among 
his liabilities was a penchant to take 
to Cham Kellar’s (’54) bed for rest. A 
roar equal to the best of MGM’s lion 
would highlight the confrontation. Cham 
claimed that it was either Trev or him. 
A vote was taken, and Trev lost … but 
it was close! Rumor has it that he was 
shipped to the PDT house at MSU.
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Michigan Alpha 150th Anniversary
Thank You to All Who Participated!

Loyal Jodar ’48
John Buck ’54

Timothy Reiman ’55
Charlie Green ’58

Robert Leland, Jr. ’58
Bruce Thompson ’62

Mike Harmon ’63
Dave Hood ’63

David Parsons ’63
Anthony Petrilli ’63

Tom Sumner ’63
Jim Waterston ’63
Scott Hamilton ’65
Patrick Hayden ’66
Tim Stamnitz ’66
Richard Price ’69

J.T. (Tom) Buck ’77
Frank Bock ’78

Carl Annessa ’79
Tom Walsh ’79

Joseph Fattore ’80
Judd Lofchie ’80
Rob Aldrich ’81

Tom Horlacher ’81
Nat Love ’81

Brian Degen ’82
Tom Kelly ’82

Joseph Kraus ’82
Jeff Post ’82

Thomas Redick ’82
Mark Williams ’82
Mark Daiber ’83

Michael Lashendock ’83
Jordan Dickstein ’84

Sean Insalaco ’84
David Liederbach ’84

Don Pollard ’84
Red Weller ’84

Fred Cromer ’86
Robert Hooper ’86

Jim Ruth ’86
Greg Karmazin ’87

Alex Carrick ’10
Brett Vasicek ’11
Greg Cairns ’12

Tom Hardenbergh ’12
Murphy Horlacher ’13

Adam Lewis ’13
Taylor Stamp ’13

Eric Uriostigue ’13
Matthew Kraus ’14

Joshua Lowenthal ’14
Matt Moy ’14

During the 2014 Homecoming weekend, the Michigan Alpha Alumni Association and active chapter jointly celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of the Phi Delta Theta Michigan Alpha Chapter at the University of Michigan. Although Michigan Alpha was 
actually established on November 28, 1864, the Alumni Association felt that celebrating the Sesquicentennial a little early in conjunction 
with the 2014 Homecoming afforded the best opportunity to maximize alumni participation. Thank you to all who attended — more than 
160 attendees including alums, active chapter members and guests (see below alumni attendees list) — and helped Michigan Alpha 
appropriately commemorate this outstanding milestone.

Michigan Alpha Alumni Participation Growing on Social Media
180 Alums “Like” Facebook and 164 Joined LinkedIn

Michigan Alpha alums are separated by 
distance, but thanks to social networking 
web sites and the Alumni Association’s 
online membership directory, you can 

easily stay connected and well informed about the fraternity.
 The Alumni Association’s website — www.pdtumich.
com — features a passcode-protected online membership 

directory that has the best available contact information for 
approximately 1,000 living Michigan Alpha alums. The Alumni 
Association also established pages on YouTube and Scribd.

You can also fi nd us on:
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=1814340
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PDTumichalumni
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we have ever had, and we are very pleased 
with this fall’s recruitment of 32 total men. 

Total Membership & House Occupancy
Currently, our active membership is 90 with 
our 16 Phikeia. Our total of 106 members 
places Michigan Alpha above the U of M 
fraternity average of 82 members. It is not our 
goal to be the largest fraternity on campus, 
as we believe that one of the hallmarks of 
Michigan Alpha’s historic success is the 
opportunity for men to participate in multiple 
activities and leadership positions.
 We have grown in numbers a lot over 
the past years, but remain a close-knit 
brotherhood. Even with our recent growth, 
we have maintained a size that allows us to 
know every member — a feat not possible in 
some houses that strive just to be the largest 
in numbers rather than best in quality.
 In addition to keeping busy with chapter 
activities, Michigan Alpha members are 

involved in campus activities such as Hockey 
Club, Dance Marathon, management of the 
Michigan football team, Club Sailing, ROTC, 
Investment Club, Economics Club, Ski Club, 
an improv club and many other organizations.
 This fall, we have 27 actives living in the 
house, and our goal is to grow this number in 
the coming years. This is two more than last 
year and as our tailgate house is an important 
asset for us, I believe that this number will 
continue to steadily rise in the coming years.

Social Events
Despite cancelling our ski trip, we had a great 
spring semester socially. This fall, we have 
been excited to be tailgating with the lovely 
ladies from Zeta Tau Alpha. With the arrival 
of Jim Harbaugh, there has been a new buzz 
around Michigan football. Additionally, we 
had a great St. Patrick’s Day event with the 
fraternity Delta Upsilon as well as sororities 
Zeta Tau Alpha and Pi Beta Phi. 

 We also had our formal this spring in 
Chicago. We bused brothers and their 
dates to the Congress Hotel. Everyone was 
responsible for their own dinners. We then 
met at a boat on the river at 9:00 p.m. that 
went down the river and on to Lake Michigan 
around Navy Pier. It was a great weekend, 
and we hope to continue to improve upon this 
event in the future.

Philanthropy
We have continued to work with Ann Arbor 
Active Against ALS to raise awareness 
about, and funds for, combating Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease. This fall, we participated in Ann 
Arbor Active’s Field Day. Last winter, we 
joined with them to host our 6th Annual 
Boxcar Derby which was a great success 
with a lot of participation from the rest of the 
Greek community. Watch for details on our 
upcoming Boxcar Derby.

Active Chapter President’s Report, continued from page 1

Congratulations to Our Spring 2015 Graduates
Despot Djuric

Intl. Security and Econ. – Chicago, IL

Sam Effi nger
Sport Management –Grosse Pointe, MI

Brandon Garcia
Athletic Training – Chicago, IL

Ryan Graham
Business – Grosse Pointe, MI

Bryan Hahm
Pre-Med – Westchester, NY

Jordan Leibowitz
Business – Philadelphia, PA

Drew Nikolai
Engineering – Chicago, IL

Patrick O’Connor
Public Policy – Morton Grove, IL

Boyce Oudersluys
Move Science – Birmingham, MI

Ruben Rumbaut
General Studies – Irvine, CA

Joel Saslawsky
BCN – Memphis, TN

Nikko Simon
Biology – Chicago, IL

Levi Smith
Engineering – Shepherd, MI

Zach Sprintz
Engineering – Los Gatos, CA

Stuart Starkweather
Psychology – Bay City, MI

Matt Weiss
Psychology – Chicago, IL

Ryan Yost
Economics – Pittsburgh, PA
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2013-2014 Annual Fund
Robert Morrison Level 
($1,000+)
Norman C. Harbert 1955
Richard Worsham 1967
Stephen S. Clark 1974

Robert Ufer Level
($500 - $999.99)
Norman Jackson 1950
Richard Young 1954
James E. Barger 1957
Bernard Rinella 1958
Anthony Petrilli 1967
Carl Annessa 1979
Alexander R. Rothrock 1981
Jordan L. Dickstein 1984
Greg Karmazin 1987
James Kelligrew 1987
Drew Dondero 1989

Bliss Bowman Level
($250 - $499.99)
Edward Aldworth 1947
John Kunkle Jr. 1949
John Jenks 1953
John Buck Sr. 1954
Dean Finkbeiner 1958
Robert C. Leland Jr. 1958
Frank R. Sprague 1972
William Waterston 1972
Mark S. Hopkins 1976
James Browne 1978
Bruce Young 1978
Nathaniel J. Love 1981
Donald Pollard Jr. 1984
Robert C. Boylen 1985

Century Club ($100 - $249.99)
James D. McNicholas 1940
Loyal W. Jodar 1949
Earl Keim 1952
James Root 1952
Fred Leydorf 1953
Donald R. MacLaren 1954
Richard D. Harrison 1956
David Hershey 1957
Charles Green 1958
Henry C. Heil Jr. 1958
T. Michael Jackson 1958
James Van Pelt 1958
William T. Woodell 1958
Edward C. Zeerip 1958
Robert Sommer 1959
Richard Staelin 1961
Pete Wolgast 1961
C. Gregory Spangler 1962
James M. Harris 1963
John A. Ley 1963
Maynard L. Stetten 1963
James Waterston 1963
Robert Dunn 1965
Scott Hamilton 1965
Joseph Valerio Sr. 1969
Richard S. Rasmussen 1970
Frank M. Mills 1974
Roger Dooley 1976
Douglas Young 1976

David Brower 1978
Allan M. Slizewski 1978
Dr. H. Bjerke 1979
Thomas Walsh 1979
David Framm 1982
Jeffrey Post 1982
Michael Buck 1983
Michael Lashendock 1983
William Repasky 1983
Robert Hooper 1984
David Liederbach 1984
Robert Whims 1984
Michael O’Connor 1985
Timothy Reaume 1985
Bradford Burrows 1988
John W. Lawrence Jr. 1988
Steven McCormick 1992
Eric Shuffler 1992
Marc Latman 1994
John Cacace III 1996
Brian Boss 2007

President’s Club ($50 - $99.99)
Herald Hughes Jr. 1950
Richard J. Kempthorn 1950
David Dutcher 1951
Charlie Kropf 1955
Timothy A. Reiman 1955
William Dougall Jr. 1962
Charles T. Schieman 1962
Dennis E. Davies 1964
Michael Harmon 1964
H Patrick Hayden Jr. 1966
J. Michael Smith 1970
David Bahm 1975
Tom M. Horlacher 1981
Thomas A. Niemann 1986
Anthony Hagelgans 1987
Ernst W. Bastian 1991

2014-2015 Annual Fund
Robert Morrison Level 
($1,000+)
Norman E. Jackson 1950
Stephen S. Clark 1974
Alexander R. Rothrock 1981
Jordan L. Dickstein 1984
Sean P. Insalaco 1984
James B. Kelligrew 1987

Robert Ufer Level
($500 - $999.99)
John T. Buck Sr. 1954
Bernard B. Rinella 1958
John M. Wiley 1960
Anthony L. Petrilli 1963*
Carl G. Annessa 1979
Frederick S. Cromer 1986
Douglas A. Girdler 1988

Bliss Bowman Level
($250 - $499.99)
John M. Jenks 1953
Richard W. Young 1954
James E. Barger 1957
Dean E. Finkbeiner 1958
Timothy C. Stamnitz 1966*
Joseph M. Valerio Sr. 1969

William D. Waterston 1972
Douglas R. Young 1976
JT (Tom) Buck Jr. 1977
James R. Browne 1978
John K. Stuart Jr. 1978
Bruce C. Young 1978
John L. Kraus 1979
Nathaniel J. Love 1981
Edmund J. Feeley 1982
Michael J. Lashendock 1983
Steven J. McCormick 1992
Matthew Bogaard 1994

Century Club ($100 - $249.99)
James D. McNicholas 1940
Richard G. Roeder 1947
John F. Ingraham 1948
Loyal W. Jodar MD 1949
Arthur J. Prange MD 1950
T. Don Shreffler 1951
James Witker Root 1952
William C. Mogk 1953
Charles J. Betts Jr. 1954
David L. Chorski 1954
Donald R. MacLaren 1954
Eric A. Wild 1954
Kenneth W. Copp Jr. 1955
James A. Green 1955
Richard D. Harrison 1956
John P. O’Reilly 1956
David E. Hershey 1957
N. Thomas O’Keefe 1957
Charles E. Green 1958
Henry C. Heil Jr. 1958
T Michael Jackson 1958
Robert C. Leland Jr. 1958
Fred L. Leydorf 1958
William T. Woodell 1958
Edward C. Zeerip 1958
Harvey L. Huyser 1959
Anthony R. Weiler 1959
James S. Van Pelt 1960
Richard Staelin 1961
C. Gregory Spangler 1962
James Mike Harris 1963
Maynard L. Stetten 1963
James R. Waterston 1963*
Robert G. Dunn 1965
Patrick W. O’Neil 1965*
H Patrick Hayden Jr. 1966*
Robert M. Estes 1967
John G. Neville 1970
Frank Mills 1974
Roger M. Dooley 1976
Duane C. Bollert 1978
David L. Brower 1978
Douglas W. Benner 1979
Joseph S. Fattore 1979
Thomas R. Walsh 1979
David J. Framm 1982
Curtis J. Gano 1982
Thomas P. Kelly 1982
Jeffrey L. Post 1982
Michael S. M. Buck 1983
William T. Repasky 1983
Mark P. Daiber 1984
David T. Liederbach 1984
Robert S. Whims 1984
Todd A. Hoefler 1985

Paul F. Lamoureux 1985
Michael O’Connor 1985
Timothy J. Reaume 1985
Mike Staiger 1986
Anthony R. Hagelgans 1987
Bradford J. Burrows 1988
Sidhdharth D. Sheth 1988
Charles A. Abookire III 1990
Drayke P. Dondero 1991
Eric B. Shuffler 1992
Marc D. Latman 1994

President’s Club ($50 - $99.99)
Charles W. Walton III 1946
Daniel L. Tinkham 1949
Herald H. Hughes Jr. 1950
Robert H. Johns 1950
Richard C. Ridgway 1951
William B. Chapel 1956
William R. Dougall Jr. 1962
Charles Toby Schieman 1962
Michael J. Harmon 1963*
Stephen D. Minard 1974
David E. Bahm 1975
Thomas G. Bode 1979
Charles W. Fowler III 1979
Tom M. Horlacher 1981
Thomas A. Niemann 1986

Contributors ($35 - $49.99)
David J. Tinkham 1953
Judd M. Lofchie 1980

Association Supporters ($25)
Timothy A. Reiman 1955
Bruce H. Thompson 1962*
Derek R. Rainey 1971
Michael S. Adams 1974
John A. Cacace III 1996

* Denotes a donation made in
  memory of Scott Hamilton ’66.

 Annual Fund & Honor Rolls
Thank you to these generous brothers who have contributed to our annual funds over the past two years.

Make Your Gift Today!
Our 2015-16 giving year 
launched on September 
1, 2015. Donors who give 
before August 31, 2016, 
will be recognized on our 
2015-16 Honor Roll. Our 
annual fund keeps our 
network together, alive and 
thriving, and continuing to 
provide leadership to our 
undergraduate members.To 
make your gift, go to 
www.pdtumich.com and 
click on “Donate” in the 
upper right-hand corner.
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In this issue…
• The latest from our active chapter
• A long list of house improvements
• Help us with photos for our Heritage Project
• Brothers launch the Metro Detroit PDT Alumni Club

Metro Detroit PDT Alumni Club Launched
An Invitation Extended to All Brothers in Southeastern Michigan

The Metro Detroit Phi Delta Theta Alumni Club was founded 
on February 12, 2014, to periodically invite all PDT alums 
living in southeastern Michigan to get together for social, 
networking and philanthropic activities. It is recognized by 
the General Council of Phi Delta Theta. Congratulations to 
Brother J.T. (Tom) Buck ’77 who was elected to serve on the 
club board as the U of M Member-at-Large.
 In December, more than 30 alums from more than six 
chapters attended the “Winter Social” held at the 
Atwater Brewery in Grosse Pointe Park, which is 
owned by PDT alum from MSU. As a philanthropic 
effort held in spirit of Founders Day, the Club invited 
Phis to attend Michigan Alpha’s Boxcar Derby 
and BBQ in March 2015 which was followed by a 
Founders Day ceremony at the chapter house.

 The Club posts events and announcements 
on its Facebook page, and all Phis alums are 
encouraged to join (https://www.facebook.com/
MetroDetroitPhiDeltaThetaAlumniClub).
 For more information about the club, please contact 
President Gary Scypta, Ohio Mu ’77, at gscypta@
sanfordrose.com.

The fi rst gathering of the Metro Detroit PDT 
Alumni Club with more than 30 brothers in 

attendance. See information above on how you 
can be part of this growing organization.


